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  A screen grab from the US Pacific Fleet’s  Facebook page shows a Harpoon Block II Surface
Launched Missile being  launched from the USS Stewart destroyer. Washington yesterday
announced  more arms sales to Taipei.
  Photo: Chen Cheng-liang, Taipei Times   

The government yesterday thanked Washington for another proposed arms  sales package to
strengthen the nation’s defense capabilities.    

  

“Taiwan’s government thanks the US government for once again  providing important defensive
weapons in the wake of last week’s  announcement of a three-part arms sales package,”
Presidential Office  spokesman Xavier Chang (張惇涵) said in a statement yesterday.

  

“This sale once again constitutes concrete action by the US  government to fulfill its security
commitments under the ‘six  assurances’ and the Taiwan Relations Act, and also demonstrates
that the  US government considers assisting Taiwan to strengthen our self-

  

defense capabilities a matter of great importance,” he said.

  

In the face of China’s military expansionism and provocation,  Taiwan will further modernize its
defense capabilities and upgrade its  asymmetric combat capabilities, in a bid to maintain
regional peace and  stability, it said.

  

The latest package includes up to 100 Harpoon Coastal Defense  Systems and related
equipment for an estimated cost of US$2.37 billion,  the Pentagon’s Defense Security
Cooperation Agency said in a news  release.

  

Also included are 400 RGM-84L-4 Harpoon Block II Surface-  launched Missiles, four
RTM-84L-4 Harpoon Block II Exercise Missiles,  411 containers, 100 Harpoon Coastal Defense
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System launcher transporter  units, 25 radar trucks and other related logistics services and
support,  it said.

  

The agency has delivered the required certification notifying the US Congress of the possible
sale, it added.

  

The proposed sale would improve the recipient’s capability to  meet current and future threats
by providing a flexible solution to  augment existing surface and air defenses, but would not
alter the basic  military balance in the region, it said.

  

The US Department of State’s Bureau of Political Military Affairs also announced the sale on
Twitter.

  

The notice came just five days after Washington announced the  possible sale of a US$1.8
billion package that includes 11 High Mobility  Artillery Rocket Systems M142 launchers and
135 AGM-84H Standoff Land  Attack Missile Expanded Response Missiles, as well as
surveillance and  reconnaissance sensors to be mounted on aircraft.

  

The US has normalized its arms sales to Taiwan and reviewed  Taiwan’s purchase proposals
upon request, rather than holding and  approving accumulated proposals all at once,
Democratic Progressive  Party Legislator Wang Ting-yu (王定宇) wrote on Facebook.

  

The weapons provided by the US also feature long-range and  precision combat capabilities,
and can be mounted on existing systems,  he added.

  

Following Washington’s announcement last week, Chinese Ministry  of Foreign Affairs
spokesman Zhao Lijian (趙立堅) on Monday said that  Beijing would impose sanctions on
Lockheed Martin Corp, a Boeing Co  defense unit, Raytheon Technologies Corp and other US
companies involved  in the US’ arms sales to Taiwan.
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China would take “necessary measures” to safeguard national  sovereignty and security
interests if the US does not drop its arms sale  plans, ministry spokesman Wang Wenbin (汪文斌)
said yesterday in a China  Central Television  news report.
  
  
  Source: Taipei Times - 2020/10/28
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