Virus Outbreak: Five more imported cases confirmed
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Centers for Disease Control Deputy Director-General Chuang Jen-hsiang speaks at a Central
Epidemic Command Center news conference in Taipei yesterday.
Photo: CNA

Five imported cases of COVID-19, four from the Philippines and one from Hong Kong, were
reported yesterday, bringing the total confirmed cases in Taiwan to 467, the Central Epidemic
Command Center (CECC) said yesterday.

The four returning from the Philippines were on the same flight, and the local health department
has identified 15 people who had direct contact with them — including 10 passengers in the
two rows in front or behind them, who have been put under 14-day home isolation, and five
crew members, who will practice 14-day self-health management, said Centers for Disease
Control (CDC) Deputy Director-General Chuang Jen-hsiang (000), the CECC spokesperson.

The same applies to the 12 passengers who sat in the two rows in front or behind the person
returning from Hong Kong and crew members on that flight, he said.

As for the case of a Thai migrant worker in Bangkok who tested positive for COVID-19 after
returning from Taiwan on Tuesday last week, Chuang said that 29 close contacts have been
identified, including 18 who lived in the same dormitory — who have been placed in mandatory
isolation — and 11 colleagues, who have been asked to practice self-health management.

The man, in his 30s, developed diarrhea on Wednesday, but did not develop a fever or other
symptoms, but tested positive on Saturday in a reverse transcription polymerase chain reaction
(RT-PCR) test, Chuang said.

Of the 18 dorm mates, one person developed a cough and runny nose on Saturday and is
being isolated at a hospital, while the others have been placed in a centralized quarantine
facility, he said.
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RT-PCR results for 28 were negative and one is still being tested, while nucleic acid-based
testing for antibodies also was negative in 28 people, while one is still being tested, Chuang
said.

An additional 160 people who work at the same company have also been given RT-PCR tests
and none have displayed symptoms, and the CECC is checking National Health Insurance data
to identify any migrant workers in the Taoyuan area who might have recently sought treatment
for suspected COVID-19 symptoms, he said.

As for the new imported cases, No. 463 is a man in his 50s who traveled to the Philippines in
March for work, the spokesman said.

He developed a fever, a cough, impaired sense of smell, diarrhea and weakness on Tuesday
last week, and sought treatment and was tested for COVID-19 on Friday, but he did not receive
the test result before he returned to Taiwan on Sunday, Chuang said.

The man had a slight fever upon arrival at Taiwan Taoyuan International Airport, so he was
tested for COVID-19 at the airport and taken to a centralized quarantine facility, the spokesman
said.

Case No. 464 is man in his 30s, who has been working in Hong Kong since January, who
began suffering chills and night sweats on July 16, but did not seek medical attention until he
developed nasal congestion and an abnormal sense of smell on Thursday, he said.

Case No. 465 is a man in his 30s who had worked in the Philippines since January, and
developed a cough, abnormal sense of smell, a sore throat and muscle pain on June 19, but
tested negative for COVID-19 when he sought treatment, so he took over-the-counter cold
medicine, Chuang said.

Both men reported their symptoms to airport officials and received their positive test results
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yesterday, he said.

Cases 466 and 467 are a married couple in their 70s who traveled to the Philippines in January
to visit family, he said.

The woman (No. 467) developed a fever, a cough and shortness of breath on July 17, but took
medicine on her own and did not seek treatment, he said.

However, she reported her symptoms before boarding Sunday’s flight and upon arrival, so she
and her husband were tested at the airport, he added.

Source: Taipei Times - 2020/07/29
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