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Participants toss a huge balloon as they attend a rally in front of the Legislative Yuan in Taipei
yesterday evening to mark the anniversary of the beginning of the Sunflower movement.
Photo: Liao Chen-huei, Taipei Times

Multiple rallies were held across Taipei yesterday as the nation commemorated the first
anniversary of the Sunflower movement, marking the day when student-led protesters first
began to lay siege to the Legislative Yuan in the capital over the government’s handling of a
proposed cross-strait service trade agreement.

The participants revisited demands made during last year’s landmark protests, in which activist
groups occupied the Legislative Yuan’s main chamber for almost 23 days, while tens of
thousands of demonstrators were encamped outside the legislative compound.

While centered on continued concern about relations with China, the protesters also expressed
diverse demands for political reform, spearheaded by youth activist groups that blossomed in
the aftermath of the Sunflower movement.

At the largest rally, more than 1,000 demonstrators returned to Jinan Road next to the
legislative compound last night to show their support for the activist groups.

The event featured speeches by prominent social activists, as well as more than a dozen
stands promoting the ideas of various social movements, ranging from groups calling for reform
of the Constitution to petition drives aimed at amending the Referendum Act (00000).

As the activists commemorated the Sunflower movement, Mainland Affairs Council Minister
Andrew Hsia (000) hosted a live public hearing online, in a bid to promote the Chinese
Nationalist Party’s (KMT) proposed version of a cross-strait oversight bill.
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The passage of a cross-strait oversight bill was the primary demand of the Sunflower
movement, after Chinese Nationalist Party (KMT) Legislator Chang Ching-chung (000) sparked
a public outcry when he attempted to ram through a preliminary reading of the service trade
pact in about 30 seconds.

Human rights lawyer Lai Chung-chiang (000), one of the most vocal critics of President Ma
Ying-jeou’s (000 ) administration, said that the government’s version of the cross-strait oversight
bill is “designed to prevent any meaningful oversight.”

He urged the public to visit a Web site launched by activist groups, where netizens would be
able to express their views on eight proposed versions of the oversight bill through a series of
detailed questionnaires.

At one point during the demonstration, protesters pushed a large balloon over the walls of the
legislative compound with the words “constitutional reform” etched across it.

Members of the Civic Alliance to Promote Constitutional Reform urged comprehensive reforms
to the Constitution, saying that the Sunflower movement illustrated serious flaws in the nation’s
political institutions.

The rally drew a diverse crowd, with protesters sitting on the ground to participate in the event.

One protester, a man in his 20s surnamed Yang (0) who works in the restaurant industry, said
that the movement was important because it disrupted the pace at which the government was
carrying out negotiations with China.

He said the movement created an impact among the younger generation, as more people are
now willing to show their support for social movements and underprivileged groups.

Another supporter, surnamed Hsiao (0), showed up at the rally with his three-year-old daughter.
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He said the movement encouraged him to participate in politics by getting involved in a
ballot-watching campaign during the nine-in-one elections last year.

At a separate rally earlier in the day, student activist Chen Wei-ting (000), who played a leading
role in the Sunflower movement along with fellow activist Lin Fei-fan (000), said that the Ma
administration has continued to promote closer ties with China.

“We all know that the Ma administration does not just want to implement the cross-strait
service trade agreement or continue economic negotiations; what follows is a push for a
meeting between Ma and [Chinese President] Xi Jinping (000), as well as political
negotiations,” Chen said.

Looking back on last year’s protests, Chen said that the decisionmaking process throughout
the movement lacked democratic participation among its members, adding that the “deification”
and increased public attention on the leaders of the movement should be re-examined.

Chen has disappeared from the public eye since December last year, after a series of sexual
harassment scandals surfaced, marking an abrupt end to his 17-day legislative campaign in the
Miaoli by-election.

The embattled activist participated in a smaller rally earlier in the day led by former Democratic
Progressive Party chairman Lin |-hsiung (000), in which about 200 members of the People Rule
Foundation marched around the Legislative Yuan.

Wearing their signature bamboo hats, the protesters made seven laps of the Legislative Yuan
compound in silence, in reference to the biblical Battle of Jericho, in which the walls of Jericho
were said to have crumbled after the Israelite army marched seven times around the city.

Academia Sinica researcher Huang Kuo-chang (000) said campaigns led by youth activist
group Taiwan March, which grew out of the Sunflower movement, aimed to tackle problems
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inherent in the nation’s political institutions — such as the failure of legislators to respect public
opinion.

He urged the public to continue to support activists’ drive to reform the Referendum Act to
ensure that the public have a say in political decisions.

Source: Taipei Times - 2015/03/19
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