Taiwan ‘unwanted’ by Canada

Written by Taipei Times
Tuesday, 01 July 2014 07:55 -

Taiwan has been included on a list of countries unwanted at Canada Day events, the Canadian
Press news agency reported on Sunday.

The Canadian Trade Office in Taipei was not able to verify the information, which the
Canadian Press obtained under the Canadian Access to Information Act, which provides
access to information under the Ottawa’s control.

According to the report, the Canadian Department of Foreign Affairs, Trade and Development
circulates a persona non grata list in June each year, warning its embassies, consulates and
other overseas missions to bar them from local events marking Canada Day, which is on July
1.

North Korea, Fiji, Belarus, Iran, Syria, Guinea-Bissau and Madagascar were the prominent
countries on last year’s list, largely because of Canada’s disapproval of unelected or “badly
behaved” governments, Canadian Press said.

This story has been updated since it was first published.

Taiwan is also on the list this year, though only because Canada does not recognize the nation
as a state rather than from any disapproval of its government, the news agency said.

The Canadian Press said that the department has refused to release its list this year, but it
added that there were unlikely to be any changes from last year, with the possible inclusion of
Russia for the first time.

An accompanying memorandum from Canadian Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs Morris
Rosenberg says the invitation restrictions apply for events being held in Canada as well, the
report said.

The Canadian Press said that it asked the department to comment on the list and a
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spokesperson replied: “It is not our practice to provide lists of country representatives invited or
not invited to functions held at our missions abroad.”

“'m afraid that’s all | have at this point,” lan Trites, a department spokesperson said in an
e-mail, according to the Canadian Press.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs responded to a Taipei Times request for a response by issuing
a three-point statement at 10:20pm.

The ministry said that one, it was the Canadian Press that had stated in its report that
Canada’s foreign affairs department did not provide a list for this year; two, it was the Canadian
Press that termed the list a persona non grata list; and three — as the Canadian Press had
said — Taiwan was on the list last year not because the Canadian government was critical of
Taiwan or was displeased with it, but because Ottawa does not recognize Taiwan as a state.

“The ministry found the comments about Taiwan in the report deeply regrettable,” ministry
spokesperson Anna Kao (00) told the Taipei Times.

Kao said the relationship between Taiwan and Canada has been growing steadily closer,
evidenced by the signing of the working holiday agreement in April 2010, the inclusion of
Taiwan in Canada’s visa waiver program in November that year and the signing of an
agreement expanding the number of bilateral direct flights in November last year.

Earlier in the evening, former minister of foreign affairs Cheng Chien-jen (000) told the Taipei
Times

that he has never heard of the list and “it is hard for me to believe that it exists unless | see it
with my own eyes.”

“If Canada has such a list, it should revise it. | do not see any reason to put Taiwan on the list
because it is a democratic country and the relationship between Taiwan and Canada has
[always] been cordial,” Cheng said.
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