Vote ‘no’ on nuclear power question
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Former president Ma Ying-jeou (000) has reportedly said that the time for the anti-nuclear
movement has passed and that restarting construction on the Fourth Nuclear Power Plant in
New Taipei City’s Gongliao District (00) is necessary to deal with Taiwan’s power shortage
problems.

All Taiwan needs to do is fly in nuclear fuel rods, which would generate electricity for 18 months,
Ma said.

This is one of several myths that members of the pan-blue camp are perpetuating. The
Chinese phrase commonly used for describing the plan omits the word “construction,” and
therefore erroneously implies that construction is finished and the plant is ready to operate. The
question would just be whether to “reactivate” it.

Construction on the Fourth Nuclear Power Plant was not completed when it was mothballed,
and it was the longest nuclear power plant construction project in the world. The budget was
increased initially from NT$169.7 billion (US$6.12 billion at the current exchange rate) to
NT$283.9 billion.

The project was initially divided into more than 1,000 separate projects, and has seen a budget
freeze, redesign, construction problems, embezzlement, suspension and restarting of
construction, and postponement. This Frankensteinian approach is a hazard itself.

Moreover, the biggest myth in the the pan-blue camp’s pro-nuclear power narratives relates to
the plant’s location.

The world-leading science journal Nature in its April 2011 issue published a highly
recommended article titled “Reactors, residents and risk” by staff writer Declan Butler, which
reveals the relationship between the locations of nuclear power plants and population density.
The main points are as follows:
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First, two-thirds of the world’s nuclear power plants — 211 at the time — had more people
living within 30km of them than Japan’s Fukushima Dai-ichi nuclear power plant, which had
172,000 living within that radius. Twenty-one plants had populations larger than 1 million living
within that radius, and six had populations larger than 3 million.

Second, Pakistan’s Karachi Nuclear Power Plant had the most people — 8.2 million — living in
its proximity, although it has just one relatively small reactor.

Taiwan’s nuclear power plants had the next-biggest populations living within 30km.

The Guosheng Nuclear Power Plant in New Taipei City’s Wanli District (00) had 5.5 million
people within 30km, and the Jinshan Nuclear Power Plant in New Taipei City’s Shihmen District
(00) had 4.7 million, both with reactors many times larger than the Karachi plant.

Taipei is within 30km of both plants, which the article described as “scary.”

Third, reactor safety depends above all on a “culture of security,” including the quality of
maintenance and training, the competence of the operator and the workforce, and the rigor of
regulatory oversight.

Some Taiwanese nuclear power advocates are without a doubt “overconfident.”

James Carville, a political strategist of former US president Bill Clinton, coined the phrase ‘it’s
the economy, stupid.”

Likewise, members in the pan-blue camp should consider the phrase “it’s the location, stupid.”
Taiwan remains the only country with its capital and more than 5 million people living within
30km of nuclear power plants.
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Does the Chinese Nationalist Party (KMT) wish that these 5 million people live in fear?

For the safety of Taiwan and its people, | will vote “no” on the referendum question on
restarting construction on the Fourth Nuclear Power Plant.

Please join me in doing so.

Jerry Liu is the New Power Party’s international affairs department director and a former
diplomat.

Translated by Rita Wang

Source: Taipei Times - Editorials 2021/12/12
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