KMT is like a vampire under the rising sun
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In the Internet age, no one is qualified to criticize the younger generation for how much they
know, or understand, or how they process information. Rather, technologically incompetent
generations should ask themselves whether they are stuck in the age of rote-learning from
school textbooks.

The information age is the archenemy of Leninist political parties, as it is the best solution for
dealing with underhanded politicians who talk rubbish and deceive people with misinformation
and half-truths. Members of the younger generation, who have grown up in this age, are adept
at processing information and using it as a tool to enhance their education, imagination and
creativity, to realize their potential and develop their skills. A person’s age can no longer be
used as an arbiter of how much that person “understands.”

The Chinese Nationalist Party (KMT) has never been able to shake off its Leninist ways. It still
believes in the primacy of seniority, and requires that young people should do as they are told
and follow the rules. As far as the KMT mentality goes, party members could get a share of the
pie only if they show due loyalty to the party and the state. Political parties that only care for
their vested interests have little time for reform that benefits ordinary people.

In the 1960s, when Western books and magazines became available in Taiwan, members of
the young intellectual elite started demanding participation in the political process.

However, the KMT had other ideas, saying such things as “life begins at 70.” If anyone
disagreed with their point of view, senior party members would say: “Why are you in such a
hurry?” or: “What do you know anyway?”

In those days, when young Taiwanese wanted to be part of the political process to determine
their future, they found themselves largely impotent in the face of the “10,000-year legislature,”
consisting of permanent legislators who were not elected — a situation that went on for 43
years.

Today, although legislators are elected by popular vote, little has changed, as new KMT
legislators continue to toe the party line and follow directives handed down by the central KMT
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organization. They would not know what reform looked like even if it hit them in the face. They
have been blocking reform for 23 years.

The KMT fossils, who have come thus far relying on illegally acquired party assets and by lying
to the public, are being exposed in the Internet age.

The Internet is a great way of disseminating information and mobilizing people, and the KMT is
falling apart under its gaze, like a vampire burning under a rising sun.

KMT Chairman and presidential candidate Eric Chu (000) considers himself among a new
generation of up-and-coming KMT leaders and wants to distinguish himself, to a certain
degree, from the older generation, although he clings to old ways of doing things.

Chu was not trying to appeal to the younger generation when he weaved an elaborate story
about how he was convinced to step forward as the party’s presidential candidate, saying he
was moved to replace the previous candidate Deputy Legislative Speaker Hung Hsiu-chu
(00D) by the words of an old woman in Tamshui. How curious that he made a major decision
concerning the fate of the party-state based on the words of a stranger.

Chu’s KMT colleagues are hardly the kind of people who would appreciate the younger
generation for their understanding of important affairs.

It is no surprise that young tech-savvy, Internet age voters are planning to do some ousting of
their own come the election on Saturday next week.

James Wang is a media commentator.

Translated by Paul Cooper
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