Revoke HK’s special status, NPP says

Written by Taipei Times
Wednesday, 12 June 2019 04:50 -

SEERYER SAFRE NEBTHE

ﬁg MNO CHINA EXTRADITION

ERETNRY

[r BE:6R128
YR 108
SR GG S—ERE A
(Lo ) .i]

AETASREREREANSAETS

A poster calling for Hong Kong students studying in Taiwan to launch a strike in front of the
Hong Kong Economic, Trade and Cultural Office in Taipei at 10am today is shown in this
image posted on Facebook.
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New Power Party (NPP) legislators and a coalition of civic groups yesterday urged the
government to cancel the special legal status granted to Hong Kong officials and investors with
Chinese ties amid growing concerns over a Hong Kong extradition bill.

The bill, proposed by the Hong Kong Government to allow extradition to any jurisdiction
including mainland China, is a Chinese Communist Party attempt to “Sinicize” the territory and
use it as a gateway to infiltrate other nations, the NPP legislative caucus said in a joint
statement.

If passed, anyone passing through Hong Kong could be sent to the mainland for trial and
subject to China’s notoriously opaque judicial system, it said.

With the bill expected to pass a second reading at the Hong Kong Legislative Council today,
the administration of President Tsai Ing-wen (100) should openly oppose the legislation,
provide reports on its possible effects on Taiwan and propose the necessary responses, the
statement said.

Specifically, the reports and proposed responses should consider the legislation’s effect on
Taiwanese visiting Hong Kong, Taiwan’s relations with the territory and how it could be used to
promote unification across the Taiwan Strait, it said.
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The government should also consider adjusting the special status granted to Hong Kong, and
extend cross-strait restrictions and review mechanisms related to Hong Kong officials and
investors with strong ties to China, it said.

Furthermore, the government should work to refine guidelines on offering political asylum to
protect people from Hong Kong and other parts of China fleeing political persecution, it said.

As the Hong Kong Government appears determined to railroad through the bill, Tsai should
immediately hold a news conference to oppose the bill, NPP caucus whip Hsu Yung-ming (000)
wrote on Facebook.

“Do not let Hong Kong’s freedom get the death penalty,” he added.

The Taiwan Citizen Front, the Taiwan Association for Human Rights, the New School for
Democracy, the Judicial Reform Foundation and other civic groups also issued a statement
urging the government to plan its responses to the extradition law and adjust Hong Kong’s
special legal status.

Hong Kong has been given special treatment in terms of lower tariffs, less investment
restrictions and other privileges based on the supposition that it is different from China, being a
relatively autonomous region that adheres to the rule of law, Taiwan Citizen Front founder Lai
Chung-chiang (000) said.

However, if the bill passes, it would call into question that supposition, requiring the
government to rethink whether to continue applying the special treatment, he said.

“Taiwan and other nations should express to China that if it deprives Hong Kong of its
autonomy, there would be no reason for us to treat the territory differently than other parts of
China,” he said.
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Separately, Hong Kong students in Taiwan have announced plans to walk out of classes today
and rally outside the Hong Kong Economic, Trade and Cultural Office in Taipei in support of
strikes in Hong Kong to oppose the extradition bill.

Organizers of the walkout said that they expect more than 300 students to join the rally.

According to the Ministry of Education, there are 7,691 Hong Kongers studying in Taiwan,

1,617 of them first-year students at universities and colleges.

Source: Taipei Times - 2019/06/12
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